
tion of Acetate of Morphine, two
drachms. Mix. Gaz. of Pract.
Med.

III.
ON DRY FRICTION

The efficacy of this remedy has
the high authority of the renowned
Boerhaave, who observed acutely,
and reported truly, in his medical
pursuits. It has been adopted in
succeeding times too desultorily,
and with insufficient reliance on its
remedial power, to have obtained
a just estimate of its intrinsic and
practical worth. In all the various
affections of the digestive organs,
especially in the sluggishness of the
liver, and of the peristaltic action
of the intestines, friction, well inn-
formed, over the whole abdominal
region, with a flesh-brush, during
half an hour at a time, repeating it
at least every night and morning,
will probably, in the course of a

month, accomplish more than could
be effected by any medicinal agency
that could bo employed. Its influ-
ence in promoting a free transmis-
sion of the circulating fluids through
the viscus within the reach of its
power, is greater than may be ima-
gined, and will be found on trial to
be extremely availing. The me-
chanism exerted by this remedy,
awakens and propagates motive
power more efficiently, perhaps,
than could be produced by any
medicinal quality, however impres-
sive and energetic.

The practical advantage of fric-
tion is its simplicity and the ma-

nageable nature of the excitemen
that results from its use. Insteac
of the incipient impression of it:
power being made on the stomach
and hence extended, more or lesi
generally, over die frame, accord

ing to its specific properties, as in
the case of remedies taken into that
viscus, its eflect is definite, and
admits of the most precise regula-
tion conformably to the curative
object intended to be fulfilled.

Not only the abdominal viscera,
but also those of the thoracic cavi-
ty, are accessible to the effects of
friction in a manner that may pow-
erfully alleviate and often cure many
of the incidental maladies to which
they are liable. Irregular and pal-
pitating action of the heart, and the
various derangements of the pulmo-
nary system that are apt to originate
the dilièrent states of consumptive
disease, may be advantageously as-
sisted by friction over the chest,
so conducted and pursued as at once
to restore, when defective, a healthy
transit to the circulating fluids in
the subjacent viscera, and to induce
and sustain a dérivant excitement
over the cutaneous surface of the
thoracic cavity. Patients, in these
cases, should he well rubbed every
night and morning by an able as-

sistant, during half an hour at each
time, persisting in it as uninterrupt-
edly as the state of the skin will
permit. It will occasionally be
rendered too irritable to allow an

uninterrupted continuance of the
remedy. At that time it will be
comparatively unnecessary, in as
far as .any remedial influence which
it may possess is, pending that,
state, under active exertion. In
cases of languid circulai ion in the
upper and lower extremities, and
also in every instance of chronic

 pain in the ligamentous, tendinous,
• and muscular structure, friction may
; be beneficially employed. Its effl-
I cacy in enlarged and inflamed joints
i has been long established, yet its
, powers in those cases have not
; been sufficiently appreciated and
 regarded. The mutilating knife
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has often obtruded its officious but
mistaken aid, in detaching limbs
which might probably have been
preserved by the salutary efficiencyof friction, rendered adequate to its
object by unwearied prosecution.

Ibid.

NEW PESSARY

To the Editor of the Boston Med.
and Surg. Journal.

Sir,—I was favored, a few days
ago, with the 1st No. of the N. Y.
Medical Journal. After readingDr. Beck's Address, Dr. Avery's
paper upon the Professions in Eng-
land and France, with his very il-
liberal remarks upon Mr. Brodie
(for which he is repaid in the Re-
view of his work on Dyspepsia),
I next came to a well-written prac-tical Essay on Prolapsus Uteri, by
Locke Barber, M.D., &c. &c,
read before the N. Y. Medical and
Philosophical Society,—a disease
which gentlemen in extensive ob-
stetric practice often meet with,
and us often fail in giving perma-
nent relief, without die aid, either
of the natural pessary of pregnancy,
or one made of the many sub-
stances, compositions, or shapes,suggested by different authors, an-
cient and modern. Wood, silk,
linen, elastic gum, cork-wood, box-
wood, ebony, steel, silver, and
even gold, have all had their advo-
cates in turn. The round, oval,
flat, globular, and so forth, have
been equally praised for shape.
Towards the latter part of Dr. B.'s
Essay, he strongly recommends a

globular air pessary, of which he
appeal's to consider himself the in-
ventor. He thus expresses him-
self:—" The instrument which ba-
been alluded to for supporting ;

prolapsus of the womb, and the

one which / have had the honor to
introduce into practice, is of a glo-
bular shape. A bag of elastic gum,
of a suitable size, is secured, per-
fectly air-lighl, to a tube of ivory
and silver. The tube contains a
valvular mechanism, capable of re-

taining such quantity of air as may
be introduced into the bag, which
is done by means of other tubes,
and a large elastic bottle, so that
the pessary may, with the greatest
ease, be either inflated or exhaust-
ed, after it is introduced into the
vagina. By a reference to the
plate and explanation, a better idea
of its principle may be gathered,
than from any other description.
In 1829, Dr. Painehaud, an intel-
ligent and extensive obstetric prac-titioner of Quebec, read before the
Quebec Medical Society* a paper
on Pessaries—an extract of which
I have obtained in tho words and
language of the author.f

" You will recollect, gentlemen,
that at the close of the last paper
which I had the honor to present
to this Society, reference was made
to a new pessary which I had in-
vented. Having tested its value
by subsequent experience, I pro-
pose this evening to explain to you
its peculiar construction. Tho
subject is one of much more im-
portance in practice than is usually
accorded to it." **•###

* Tho Quebec Medical Society lias
boon in existence sonio years ;—papors of
considerable merit remain on their shelves
unpublished ; and if asked why, I should
bo at a loss to answer.

t This extract, was sent, us in Fronch—
tho language in which the paper was ori-
ginally written nnd road to tho Society.
In order to save the reader BOme trouble,
we have hastily translated it into English,
preserving certainly the bots, if not. the
preciso diction of the author. Our corres-

pondent will excuse us for oVnittitig part of
the extract sent. On examination, he w ill
find it irrelevant to his purpose.—En.
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